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ACCREDITATION POLICIES
AND
PROCEDURES
OF THE
AVMA COUNCIL ON EDUCATIONg
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Accreditation of veterinary medical education programs is conducted within the Education and Research Division of
the AVMA. Accreditation activities take place in the Center for Veterinary Education Accreditation. The Council on
Education (COE) accredits DVM or equivalent educational programs and the Committee on Veterinary Technician
‘Education and Activities (CVTEA) accredits veterinary technology programs.

This material has been provided by the publisher for your convenience. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without permission in writing from the publisher.
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1. STAFF ROSTER
Council on Education Staff responsible for accreditation:

Oversight responsibility — Donald G. Simmons, Director
AVMA Education and Research Division
1931 North Meacham Road, Suite 100
Schaumburg, IL 60173-4360
847-925-8070, ext 6674

Assisting responsibility — Beth A. Sabin, Assistant Director
AVMA Education and Research Division
1931 North Meachani Road, Suite 100
Schaumburg, IL 60173-4360
847-925-8070, ext 6675

Staff responsibility Millie Maresh, Administrative Assistant
AVMA Education and Research Division
1931 North Meacham Road, Suite 100
Schaumburg, IL 60173-4360
847-925-8070, ext 6625

David Banasiak, Technical Writer
AVMA Education and Research Division
1931 North Meacham Road, Suite 100
Schaumburg, IL 60173-4360
847-925-8070, ext 6677

Note: the words “College” and “School” may be used interchangeably.

The latest version of the Accreditation Policies and Procedures of the AVMA Council on Education and a listing of
programs the COE accredits or preaccredits with the year of the next scheduled review are available to the public at
all times on the AVMA website (www.avma.org). A hard copy of the P&P Manual can be obtained by making a
request to the Education and Research Division. Among many other subjects, the P&P Manual contains information
on the Council and its operational procedures; standards used to grant, reaffirm, reinstate, restrict, deny, revoke,
terminate or take any other accreditation or preaccreditation action; procedures for applying for preaccreditation or
accreditation; the types of accreditation and preaccreditation the Council grants; and procedures programs must
follow in applying for accreditation or preaccreditation. The public may receive the names, professional
qualifications and relevant employment and organizational affiliations of COE members and/or the COE
administrative staff upon request to the Education and Research Division.

The AVMA Council on Education is recognized by the Council for Higher Education
Accreditation (CHEA) as the accrediting body for schools and programs that offer the
professional Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree, or its equivalent in the United States
and Canada. The Council may also approve foreign veterinary colleges.

The Council on Education, American Veterinary Medical Association is also recognized by the
United States Secretary of Education as authorized by United States law. The scope of this
recognition may differ from the CHEA Recognition Statement. Please consult the U.S. Department
of Education website at www.ed.gov/admin/finaid/accred/index.html for additional information.
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2. COUNCIL ON EDUCATION ROSTER

Member/Representing City/State Term

Large Animal Clinical Science — H. Fred Troutt (Professor,

University of Illinois CVM) Urbana, IL 2001-2007

Veterinary Medical Research — L. Kirk Clark (Professor, Purdue

University SVM) Lafayette, IN 2001-2007

Private Equine Practice ~ William D. Fishback (Equine Practitioner) | Lexington, KY 2001-2007

Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges — o

Timothy R. Boosinger (Dean, Auburn University CVM) Aubumn University, AL 2004-2007

Private Small Animal Clinical Practice — Shannon B. McGee (Small _

Animal Practitioner) Collierville, TN 2002-2008

Small Animal Clinical Science — Gail A. Kunkle (Filling unexpired . .

term) (Professor, University of Florida CVM) Gainesville, FL 2003-2008

Public — Donald C. Bollard (Attorney) Overland Park, KS 2002-2008

Non-Private, Non-Academic Veterinary Medicine — William J. Kay .

(retired administrator/practitioner) Plymouth Meeting, PA 2003-2009

Basic Science — Mary M. Christopher (Professor, University of .

California-Davis SVM) Davis, CA 2003-2009

Public — Anne Athey Payne (Businesswoman) Ramer, AL 2003-2009

National Examining Board, Canadian VMA — Peter Conlon Guelph, ON 2007-2009

Private Mixed Clinical Practice — Frank E. Walker (Mixed Animal New Rockford. ND 2004-2010

Practitioner) >

Postgraduate Education — Francis A. Kallfelz (Professor, Cornell

University CVM) Ithaca, NY 2004-2010

Basic Science — Laurie A. Jaeger (Professor, Texas A&M University) | College Station, TX 2005-2011

Veterinary Preventive Medicine — Kent H. Hoblet (Professor, The

Ohio State University CVM) Columbus, OH 2005-2011

Member-at-Large — James J. Brace (Associate Dean, University of Knoxville. TN 2006-2012

Tennessee CVM) ’

Private Clinical Practice —René A Carlson (Small Animal Chetek. WI 2006-2012

Practitioner) >

Public —Diane Hamele-Bena (Filling unexpired term) (M.D., Assistant

Professor, Columbia University CPS) New Rochelle, NY .

Private Clinical Practice — Joan M. Samuels (Small Animal Buellton. CA 2006-2012

Practitioner) >

Private Food Animal Clinical Practice — Open 2007-2012

Site Team Associates -

Ronnie Elmore Manhattan, KS 2002-2008

Jeanne Lofstedt Charlottetown, PE 2002-2008

James Voss Livermore, CO 2002-2008

Cyril Clarke Corvallis, OR 2007-2013

Harm HogenEsch West Lafayette, IN 2007-2013
Corvallis, OR

Susan Tarnquist

2007-2013
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ACCREDITATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

3. MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the AVMA Council on Education is to use clearly defined Standards for Accreditation and fairly and
accurately evaluate DVM (or equivalent) veterinary medical education programs. The Standards are interpreted and
applied by the Council to each school/college in relation to its mission. Through the accreditation process the
Council is fully dedicated to protecting the rights of the students, assisting the schools/colleges to improve
veterinary medical education, and assuring the public that accredited programs provide a quality education. In all its
activities, the COE is committed to operate with collegiality, integrity, and confidentiality and will strive to
continuously improve the accreditation process.

4. PREAMBLE - THE AVMA AND ACCREDITATION

The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA), through the Council on Education (COE) is recognized by
the United States Department of Education (USDE) and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) as
the accrediting agency for colleges and schools of veterinary medicine in the United States. Every five years, the
COE seeks renewal of recognition from each agency. Through a process of applying standard requirements
reviewed by the AVMA House of Delegates, the COE assures that minimum standards in veterinary medical
education are met by all AVMA-accredited colleges of veterinary medicine, and that students enrolled in those
colleges receive an education which will prepare them for entry-level positions in the profession. The accreditation
procedure used by the AVMA is specific to the DVM or equivalent degree program, and is not used to accredit other
programs which may be a part of the educational program in a college. Accreditation is non-transferable. Therefore
all institutions or branches thereof offering educational programs leading to DVM or equivalent degree must be
individually accredited. '

The AVMA voluntarily seeks recognition from the USDE to assure credibility. The federal government, through the
USDE, has established accrediting bodies which follow guidelines of operation to be recognized. Through this
process, the COE adopts policies and procedures which assure substantial compliance with the published guidelines
of the Department. The COE demonstrates that accreditation decisions are independent of the AVMA and that
accreditation decisions are not influenced by the partner organization or its recognized affiliate organizations. In
general, USDE guidelines seek assurance that the COE has clearly documented Standards of accreditation which
address all areas of the program leading to the DVM or equivalent degree, that the Standards are applied evenly and
fairly to all colleges seeking accreditation, and that students are provided with accurate information regarding the
program and given reasonable assurance of successful completion. Proper documentation of accreditation outcomes
is sent to the USDE in a timely manner. The AVMA, through the activities of the COE, has been recognized as an
accrediting body for veterinary medicine by the USDE since 1952.

Non-governmental recognition of accreditation is voluntarily sought by the AVMA through CHEA. CHEA is a
highly respected, non-profit organization which assists accrediting bodies like the COE, in assuring quality in the
accrediting process. The Council identifies CHEA as the “gold standard” to assure that: 1) standards are reviewed;
2) college evaluation is conducted in a manner which measures the educational quality of the program; 3) fair and
informed means are used in the application of the standards and in the conduct of the site visit; 4) that the public is
provided with high quality professional veterinary practitioners; and 5) the quality of teaching, research, and service
is continually improving in veterinary medical colleges. Through the guidance of CHEA, the Council judges the
appropriateness of institutional and program purposes, the adequacy of the resources and organization in meeting
these purposes, and the educational outcomes indicating that the purposes are being met on an ongoing basis. The
AVMA COE has been recognized by CHEA and its predecessors as an accrediting body for veterinary medicine
since 1949.

Foreign colleges of veterinary medicine may seek AVMA accreditation status, but neither the USDE nor CHEA
recognition is required for the activity.
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5. COUNCIL ON EDUCATION!

5.1. History

The AVMA was founded in 1863. In 1890 it established a Committee on Intelligence and Education. In 1906
the Committee took steps to initiate a college evaluation program. All of the colleges of veterinary medicine in
the United States and Canada were notified that during the next two years the AVMA would undertake a
classification of the colleges considering curriculum, faculty, and physical equipment. It was planned that the
colleges would be assigned A, B, or C classifications according to the quality identified by an evaluating
committee.

After several years of struggling with the problem, the effort to classify the schools on a purely subjective basis
was abandoned, and in 1921 the first detailed list of “Essentials of an Acceptable Veterinary School” was
adopted by AVMA. Since then the “essentials” statement has been revised many times, and a system of
accreditation, rather than classification, has been used. In year 2000, the term essentials was changed to
standards.

In 1946 the entire structure of the AVMA was reorganized and the Council on Education was formed to replace
the Committee on Intelligence and Education. Since that time the COE has conducted the AVMA accreditation
program.

The COE’s realm of accreditation consists of all veterinary colleges in the United States (28) and Canada (4).
US and Canadian colleges voluntarily seek accreditation through the AVMA COE. The COE is the only
recognized accrediting agency for colleges of veterinary medicine in the two countries. Additionally, the
AVMA COE provides accreditation for foreign colleges of veterinary medicine which voluntarily seek such
classification, and meet or exceed all standard requirements.

5.2. Purpose
As the recognized accrediting body for veterinary medicine, the Council considers the interests of the veterinary
profession and society at large in the review of programs.

4

It is the objective of the AVMA COE to assure that each graduate of an accredited college of veterinary
medicine will be firmly based in the fundamental principles, scientific knowledge, and physical and mental
skills of veterinary medicine. Graduates should be able to apply these fundamentals to solving veterinary
medical problems for different species and types of domestic animals.

The fundamentals with which each graduate leaves the college are expected to provide a basis for a variety of
career activities including clinical patient care, research, and other non-clinical options relevant to animal and
human health. These fundamentals should be the basis for a lifetime of learning and professional development.

The Council attempts to conduct all activities in ways that best serve the interests of the veterinary profession,
veterinary students, and society, without discrimination on the basis of age, race, gender, or creed.

While recognizing the existence and appropriateness of diverse institutional missions and educational
objectives, the Council subscribes to the proposition that local circumstances do not justify accreditation of a
substandard program in veterinary education leading to a professional degree.

Accreditation by the COE does not enable colleges to participate in Title IV student loan programs.

' The terms “COE” and/or “Council” may be used when referring to the entire COE, the Executive Committee of the
COE, a COE site visit team and/or any COE committee or subcommittee.




